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Subject: Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on

the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (recast)

On 21 March, after a discussion on the basis of doc. 7026/18, COREPER agreed on a revised
mandate for the second trilogue which took place on 27 March. In the course of the second trilogue

meeting the Presidency reached provisional agreements with Parliament on Articles 9, 10, 12, 13,

18 and 20, and partially provisional agreements on Articles 8, 11 and 15 (except for Art. 8(2), AM
146, AM 154, AM 156 and AM 161). Since then, discussions have continued in several meetings of

the Energy Working Party as well as technical meetings with the European Parliament.

For the third trilogue on 17 May COREPER is invited to agree on a revised mandate for the

Presidency, on the basis of the text reflected in the Annex. For this purpose the Presidency proposes
a number of compromises (‘accept in part/with changes') for outstanding issues, notably in Articles
2-6,8,15-17,19, 21-27, 33 and Annex I and V.
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Furthermore, with a view to having a sufficient degree of flexibility in negotiations, COREPER is

invited to provide the Presidency with guidance on remaining key political issues. The Presidency

recalls the broad support for an EU level renewables target of 30% expressed in the discussions at
the informal meeting of Energy Ministers in Sofia in April 2018. The Parliament voted for a target
of 35%. The Presidency notes also a strong interest of Member States to defend the General
Approach in several areas. The more areas the Presidency is asked to maintain the General
Approach for, the more likely the Council will have to accept Parliament’s amendments in other

areas.

The assessment of the Presidency is that the following highly political and very sensitive issues for

the Council and the European Parliament will be part of the final compromise package:
- Overall EU target level;

- The use of a formula as basis for the Commission to assess the ambition gap in the context

of the iterative process under the Governance Regulation;

- Treatment of renewable energy self-consumption behind the meter, including possible

charges and fees depending on capacity size and costs of investments;

- Opening of support schemes and guarantees of origin subject to the text in the four column

document as in Annex;

- Definition of an indicative renewable target level for heating and cooling as an 'endeavour to

increase the share';

- Design of the obligation for the transport sector (Articles 7, 25), following the structure
defined in the General Approach, including maintaining the use of multipliers and double

counting of advanced biofuels as an option for Member States;

- The treatment of first generation biofuels, including of palm oil, ensuring there is no impact

on existing and committed investments under the current framework.
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On these issues, it seems clear at this stage that neither co-legislator will be ready to move from its
position without significant movement also from the other side. Therefore, if the priority of the
Council is to arrive at a compromise close to its position on the majority of the topics above, there
could be a need in exchange to go beyond the "psychological level' of 30% EU RES target.

Following this logic, Member States are invited to express their positions on the following

questions:

Regardless of the list of issues mentioned above, could Member States agree to the mandate
included in the attached fourth column document as a basis for the discussion in the next

trilogue?

For the issues that are identified as part of the final compromise package and listed above, could
Member States agree that in order to pave the way for a final agreement, the Presidency would be

able, without any commitment, to explore the room for a compromise with the European

Parliament including an overall EU target slightly above 30% (also reflecting the target
discussed in energy efficiency) and at the same time reaching a solution as close as possible to
the Council position on the majority of the elements in the list? These options for landing zones
will be further presented to COREPER for its assessment as part of the mandate for the fourth

trilogue.
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